
The concept of the 15-minute city  
– a new vision for the development  
of Pleszew (2018+).

prof. Ph.D. Arkadiusz Ptak
Mayor of Pleszew
The Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw
(burmistrz@pleszew.pl)



11

12

Pleszew

Wrocław

Warszawa
Berlin

Łódź

Poznań

A1

A2



Pleszew

30 km

Jarocin
Krotoszyn Kalisz

Ostrów Wielkopolski

POPULATION – 473 000



The concept of the 15-minute city envisions that 
city residents can reach essential public institutions 
(such as kindergartens, schools, libraries, and cultural 
centers) as well as service and commercial points 
(like shops, restaurants, and hospitals) within 
a 15-minute radius from their homes, using walking, 
cycling, or public transport. These facilities are 
considered crucial for ensuring a high quality of life. 
A key element of this vision is easy access to green 
spaces and recreational areas.

The concept aligns with the 2030 Agenda  
for Sustainable Development, adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly in 2015. 
Goal 11 of the Agenda emphasizes the need  
to make cities and human settlements safe, resilient, 
sustainable, and inclusive. This includes ensuring 
access to housing, efficient public transport, 
improved air quality, and safe green spaces.



Selected areas of quality of life

Health care

Balanced urban mobility Public housing 
construction

Education

Leisure time

S

Investment value in 2019-2024: 44,7 million euros



•	 Three Park & Ride facilities near the train station and the transportation 
hub (they are located close to the cultural facilities and the street 
market, which is around 400 meters from the Town Square).

•	 Development of cycle tracks and lanes.

•	 Public transport PPL. 

Balanced urban mobility



Public housing

135 APARTMENTS
(with additional 50 apartments belonging  
to a private investor on the plots sold  
to them by the town council)

HOUSING TYPES
•	 to let

•	 to let with eventual purchase plan

•	 social housing

•	 terraced houses

•	 selling plots for apartment construction
HOUSING BUILT 
BY A PRIVATE DEVELOPER: 400



Education

•	 foreign language classroom, IT labs, course-specific labs, chill-out zones at schools

•	 kindergartens with life experience equipment

•	 free swimming classes for years 4 and 7

•	 availability of kindergartens

•	 private-run nurseries

•	 the music school of the first stage, the special needs school



Leisure time

•	 cultural institutions which organize nearly  
400 events per year

•	 over 20 hobby clubs

•	 over 3,000 registered readers in the public library

•	 the movie theater with the cafe

•	 public and private sports and leisure facilities

•	 the water park with over 120,000 visitors per year

•	 sports clubs and teams

•	 social activity project

•	 81 964 people participated in cultural events (2023)



Health care

•	 Pleszew Medical Center, Inc. [Pleszewskie Centrum 
Medyczne] - Wholly owned by Pleszew District

•	 Over 700 employees 

•	 Over 60% of patients come from outside of 
Pleszew District

•	 One of the best hospitals in the Greater 
Poland province and across the country

•	 Health education



The revitalization

A new life for the railmay ares. 
Total value: 12.8 million euros



Pleszew Compact Lab

PLESZEW COMPACT LAB 
Multi-purpose Center of Development will be a tool for incubation and 
development of entrepreneurship. Along with businesses, and scientific and non-
governmental organizations, it will also provide a spark for local innovations.

•	 Creating a new platform for social and economic dialog regarding revitalization.

•	 Strengthening of the social and economic functions of the town.

•	 Changing the function of the scope of revitalization.

HOTEL
•	 34 rooms,

•	 3 conference rooms  
225 m2, 44 m2, 46 m2, 

•	 restaurant, 

•	 underground parking.



Cooperation of the secondary  
schools with DMG MORI

VOCATIONAL SCHOOL - ZESPÓŁ SZKÓŁ USŁUGOWO-GOSPODARCZYCH W PLESZEWIE
•	 Training in the direction of cutting machine operator

TECHNICAL SCHOOL - ZESPÓŁ SZKÓŁ TECHNICZNYCH W PLESZEWIE
Patronage Class of Famot Pleszew in the profession of: 

•	 Mechatronics Technician

•	 Mechanical Technician

VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTER IN PLESZEW
•	 Commercial „CNC Machine Operator” courses



Business in Pleszew
Number of business entities: 2451

„SPOMASZ”  
Pleszew S.A.

Kraft-Box  
Sp. z o.o.

DMG MORI

Brager  
Sp. z o.o.

Florentyna  
Sp. z o.o.



Residents’ satisfaction 
with life in the city and commune

of residents are satisfied 
with their place of residence. 91 %



Investments ranking

Category of district towns

3rd place in the Greater Poland 
31st place in the country

„A commune to live in” ranking

Category of district towns

1st place in the Southern Greater Poland 
8th place in the Greater Poland
25st place in the country  
(out of over 230 cities and towns)

Category of urban communes and 
urban-rural communes.

2nd place in the Greater Poland
21st place in the country

Financial ranking 

20th place in the Greater Poland 
100th place in the country  
(out of 642 town-rural communes)

European Prize for Urban  
Public Space

Nominated for the  
„Train to Culture” project 

 
The Best Planned Public Space Award 
for the „Train to Culture” project

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS RANKING 
RZECZPOSPOLITA NEWSPAPER WSPÓLNOTA MAGAZINE POLISH PRESS AGENCY

Society of Polish  
Town Planners

7th European Congress  
of Local Governments

Awards for Pleszew and ratings



„A commune to live in” ranking

Category of district towns

1st place in the Southern Greater Poland 
8th place in the Greater Poland
25st place in the country  
(out of over 230 cities and towns)

Pleszew - Compact City

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-UZp1XjzGQ&t=3s


Thank you!
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